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The meeting opened on Wednesday 11 November 1998 at 9.10 with the Hon. Sherwood Boehlert (United States), Chairman of the Committee, in the Chair.

1.
Opening remarks by the Chairman

The Chairman welcomed the members of the Committee, of the associated delegations, the various observers and the guest speakers.

He explained the procedure to be followed for the Plenary Sitting on 13 November and for the tabling of amendments to the Committee’s draft Resolution.

In this connection, he told members that since Mr. Ibrügger (FRG), the General Rapporteur, had been appointed parliamentary Secretary of State for Transport in the new German Government, the texts which he was to have presented today would in fact be presented by Sir Peter Emery (UK).

He said that he would like to take this opportunity to salute the work accomplished in conjunction with the General Rapporteur throughout the years and, on behalf of the Committee, he wished Mr Ibrügger every success in his new duties.

Pointing out that item 15 of the draft Agenda concerned the future activities of the Committee, he submitted a number of proposals for consideration by members. He also informed the members that Dr. Oliviu Gherman, member of the Romanian Delegation to the Assembly, has proposed to present during the next year a Special Report on “Natural and Technological Catastrophes in Eastern Europe:  Risk Assessment and Management”.

2.
Adoption of the draft Agenda [AR 298 STC (98) 5 rev. 2]

The draft Agenda [AR 298 STC (98) 5 rev. 2] was adopted.

3.
Adoption of the Minutes of the Science and Technology Committee meeting held in Barcelona on Sunday 24 May 1998 [AR 125 STC (98) 4]

The Minutes [AR 125 STC (98) 4] were adopted.

4.
Presentation of the draft Resolution on Nuclear Weapons Proliferation by Sir Peter Emery (United Kingdom) [AR 304 STC (98) 10]

Before turning to consideration of the draft Resolution, Sir Peter Emery (UK) referred to the significance of 11 November and expressed the wish that today’s commemoration should be a symbol of reconciliation.

Sir Peter Emery presented the draft Resolution.

He informed members that he had himself tabled a draft Resolution on Nuclear Security [AR 337 SC (98) 54] which, approved by the Standing Committee, would be discussed at the Plenary Sitting.

5.
Presentation by Ambassador John Ritch, US Permanent Representative to the United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Vienna on Nuclear Perspective for the 21st Century
After being introduced by the Chairman, Ambassador Ritch took the floor and then replied to comments from Mr. Ehlers (USA), Mr. Iver (Russian Federation), Mr. Gherman (RO), Lord Gladwin of Clee (UK), Ms. Parrish (CDN) and Sir Peter Emery (UK).

6.
Consideration of the draft Special Report The South Asian Nuclear Crisis and the Future of Non-Proliferation Policies presented by Sir Peter Emery (United Kingdom) [AR 301 STC (98) 8]

Sir Peter Emery (UK) presented the draft Special Report.  

The Chairman suspended the meeting to observe two minutes’ silence for Remembrance Day.

The draft Special Report [AR 301 STC (98) 8] was adopted.

7.
Presentation by Dr. Robert W. Corell, Assistant Director for Geosciences, National Science Foundation, United States, on The Scientific Research in Global Climate Change
The Chairman introduced Mr. Corell.

Dr. Corell described the various causes and consequences of the current climate changes.  

Mr. Palombo (I), Mr. Iver (Russian Federation), Mr. Ehlers (USA), Mr. Gherman (RO), Mr. Bayley  (UK) and  Mr. Patijn (NL) offered comments.

The Chairman thanked the speaker.

8.
Consideration of the draft Interim Report of the Sub-Committee on the Proliferation of Military Technology Transfers of Conventional Arms by Mr. Hans Røsjorde (Norway) and Mr. Michael Mates (United Kingdom), Co-Rapporteurs [AR 303 STC/MT (98) 8]

Mr. Mates (UK), Co-Rapporteur, presented the draft Interim Report.

The draft Interim Report [AR 303 STC/MT (98) 8] was adopted.

9.
Presentation by Mrs. Gwynneth Flower, Director of UK Government “Action 2000” Programme on The Millennium Bug
After her introduction by the Chairman, Mrs. Flower described the basis of the programme drawn up by the United Kingdom Government to counter the adverse consequences of the Millennium 2000 Bug.

She then went on to reply to questions from the Chairman, Mr. Nolin (CDN) and Mr. Ehlers (USA).

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Flower.

10.
Consideration of the draft General Report From Kyoto to Buenos Aires: The Agreement on Greenhouse Gas Emissions presented by Sir Peter Emery (United Kingdom) [AR 300 STC (98) 7]

Sir Peter Emery presented the draft General Report.

The Chairman,  Mr. Pinggera (I), Mr. Sessions (USA), Mr. Patijn (NL), Mr. Bayley (UK) and Mr. Pamukçu (TR) proposed various manuscript amendments.

To take account of the comments made, it was agreed that the draft General Report should be amended accordingly.

The draft General Report [AR 301 STC (98) 8] was adopted as amended.

11.
Presentation by Mr. Mel Proudfoot, Executive Director, Global Public Sector, Oracle Corporation, United Kingdom, on Information Exchange in Military Coalition Operations
The Chairman introduced Mr. Proudfoot.
Mr. Proudfoot referred to the type of information exchanged, the results of the simulations carried out and the present situation.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Proudfoot.

12.
Consideration of the draft General Report The Revolution in Military Affairs presented by Sir Peter Emery [AR 299 STC (98) 6 rev. 1]

Sir Peter Emery presented the draft General Report.

The draft General Report [AR 299 STC (98) 6 rev. 1] was adopted.

13.
Consideration of the draft Special Report Anti-Personnel Mines: Technological Issues by Ms. Carolyn Parrish (Canada), Special Rapporteur [AR 302 STC (98) 9 rev. 1]

Before giving the floor to Ms. Parrish (CDN), the Chairman congratulated her on her brilliant appointment to the Canadian Government.

The Special Rapporteur presented the draft Special Report.

The draft Special Report [AR 302 STC (98) 9] was adopted.

14.
Consideration of amendments and vote on the draft Resolution on Nuclear Weapons Proliferation [AR 304 STC (98) 10]

The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 1, as follows:

In paragraph 2, after the words “United States and Japan.”, leave out the remainder of the paragraph and insert:

“Such sanctions have provided leverage to convince both countries to adhere to the nuclear non‑proliferation regime.  Sanctions would be even more effective if additional nations imposed them.”

Sir Peter Emery (UK), acting General Rapporteur, agreed to the Amendment.

Amendment No. 1 was adopted.
The Chairman turned to Amendment No. 2, presented by Mr. Skaarup (DK), as follows:

Delete paragraph 2.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) rejected the amendment.

Amendment No. 2 was rejected.

The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 3, as follows:

Delete paragraph 3.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) rejected the amendment.

Mr. Ehlers (USA) took the floor.

Amendment No. 3 was adopted.
The Chairman presented Amendments Nos. 4, 5 and 6 together.

Mr. Skaarup (DK) presented Amendment No. 4, as follows:

Delete paragraph 4.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) presented Amendment No. 5, as follows:

In paragraph 4, after the words “power and prestige”, leave out the remainder of the paragraph and insert:

“, although this approach is rejected by the international community.”

Mr. Ehlers (USA) presented Amendment No. 6, as follows:

In paragraph 4, after the words “power and prestige.”, delete the remainder of the paragraph.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) rejected Amendments Nos. 4 and 6.

Amendments Nos. 4 and 6 were withdrawn.

Amendment No. 5 was adopted.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) presented Amendment No. 7, as follows:

In paragraph 6, after the words “non-proliferation policies.”, leave out the remainder of the paragraph and insert:

“However, both nations have now indicated their likelihood of signing the CTBT.”

Amendment No. 7 was adopted.
Sir Peter Emery (UK) presented Amendment No. 8, as follows:

In paragraph 7, replace the word ‘awakened’ by the word “reawakened”.

Amendment No. 8 was adopted.
The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 9, as follows:

In paragraph 7, after the words “the risks of nuclear proliferation and”, leave out the remainder of the paragraph and insert:

“redoubled efforts to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.”

He proposed orally to insert the new text after the words “and to the necessity of”.

The oral sub-amendment was adopted.
Amendment No. 9 was adopted as amended.

The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 10, as follows:

Delete paragraph 8.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) rejected the Amendment.

Amendment No. 10 was adopted.
The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 11, as follows:

In sub-paragraph 9.a., after the words “South Asia and”, leave out the remainder of the sub‑paragraph and insert:

“to have India and Pakistan take concrete steps to end nuclear testing;”

Sir Peter Emery (UK) agreed to the Amendment.

Amendment No. 11 was adopted.

Amendment No. 12 was withdrawn.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) presented Amendment No. 13, as follows:

In sub-paragraph 9.b., replace the words “to assume their responsibilities and” by the words ‘to continue their efforts to”.

Amendment No. 13 was adopted.
The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 14, as follows:

In sub-paragraph 9.e., after the words “START process”, delete the remainder of the sub‑paragraph.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) agreed to the Amendment.

Amendment No. 14 was adopted.

The Chairman tabled Amendment No. 15 presented by Mr. Pamukçu (TR), as follows:

Delete sub-paragraph 9.f.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) rejected the Amendment.

Amendment No. 15 was rejected.

The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 16, as follows:

In sub-paragraph 9.f., after the words “and Pakistan until”, leave out the remainder of the sub‑paragraph and insert:

“they take concrete steps to participate in the international non-proliferation regime;”

Sir Peter Emery (UK) agreed to the Amendment.

Amendment No. 16 was adopted.

The Chairman presented his Amendment No. 17, as follows:

Delete sub-paragraph 9.g.

Sir Peter Emery (UK) rejected Amendment No. 17 and presented his own Amendment No. 18 as follows:

In sub-paragraph 9.g., after the words “United Nations Security Council”, leave out the remainder of the sub-paragraph and insert:

“which is in no way linked to the possession of nuclear weapons;”

Mr. Bayley (UK) and Mr. Ehlers (USA) commented.

Amendment No. 17 was adopted.

Amendment No. 18 fell.

The draft Resolution on Nuclear Weapons Proliferation [AR 304 STC (98) 10], as amended, was adopted.

15.
Debate on the future activities of the Science and Technology Committee

The Chairman gave the floor to Mr. Iver (Russian Federation), who asked why the members of the associated delegations had not been invited to visit the Faslane nuclear submarine base with the Committee on the previous day.

Sir Peter Emery (UK), on behalf of the United Kingdom delegation, apologised for what had been an unfortunate and unwitting oversight.

The Chairman took the floor.
16.
Activities of the Sub-Committee on the Proliferation of Military Technology presented by Sir Peter Emery (United Kingdom), Sub-Committee Chairman
The Chairman of the Sub-Committee referred to the Sub-Committee’s activities in 1998 and described its programme of work for the coming months.

17.
Election of Officers and Sub-Committee Mandates

The Chairman stated which members of the Committee were eligible for re-election and which functions had become vacant.

On the proposal of the Chairman and of the Chairman of the Sub-Committee on the Proliferation of Military Technology, the following officers were elected by acclamation:

Science and Technology Committee
Chairman
Mr. Boehlert (USA), re-elected


Vice-Chairmen
Lord Gladwin of Clee (UK), re-elected 

Mr. Nolin (CDN), re-elected


General Rapporteur
Mr. Vernon Ehlers (USA), elected


Special Associate


Rapporteur
Dr. Gherman (Romania), elected

Sub-Committee on the 


Proliferation of Military Technology
Chairman
Sir Peter Emery (UK), re-elected 
Vice-Chairmen
Mr. Kerdraon (F), elected


Mr. Width (N), elected


Rapporteur
Mr. Mates (UK), elected

18.
Date and place of next meeting
The Chairman stated that the next meeting of the Committee would be held at the time of the Spring Session in Warsaw, Poland, on Friday 28 May 1999.

19.
Closing remarks by the Chairman

The Chairman thanked the United Kingdom delegation for its hospitality and all the participants in the Committee’s meeting.

The meeting closed at 17.25 on Wednesday 11 November 1998.
_______________

